
Causes of World War I Evidence Question - Sample answer for the question: 

To what extent was Germany responsible for causing the First World War 

Sample response for learning purposes 

The causes of World War I were both due to the actions of Germany but also the actions of 
other countries. On one hand, Germany was responsible for causing World War I in a number 
of ways. First of all, the Kaiser desired his “place in the sun” and leading to German imperialist 
ambitions and increased tension in Africa and more notably in the Balkans. Germany’s Blank 
Cheque assurance to Austria-Hungary of seemingly unlimited support led to Austrian 
declarations of war against Serbia initiating the chain of events leading to World War I. The 
Kaiser’s statement of drawing “the sword” (Document 2) is a prime example of the growing 
threat of German militarism which can be considered as one of the main causes of World War 
I. Moreover, Germany had drawn up the Schlieffen Plan many years before the start of World 
War I indicating that a plan of action for warfare at a later date was in place and in fact that 
the plan indicated a premeditated goal of international conflict on Germany’s part.  

However, the argument that Germany was not solely responsible for causing World War I is 
plausible for a number of reasons. First of all, the establishment of the Entente Cordiale as 
demonstrated by Document 5 between France and Britain illustrated the formation of alliance 
systems that were a major factor in the development of two camps readying themselves for 
war. Germany was only one of many countries who committed themselves to alliance systems 
bound to conflict at some point and Russia actually mobilized prior to Germany. Furthermore, 
many countries had either designs or parts to play in the boiling over of the political situation 
in the Balkans not just Germany as illustrated in Document 1. As Bismarck remarked“some 
damned thing” (Document 3), could ignite a war in the Balkans and that moment arrived with 
the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand igniting the sequence of events leading to World 
War I. Moreover, many other European countries could be judged as being responsible for 
starting World War I. For example, Russia was the first Entente power to mobilize and as 
evidenced by Document 4, Russia was reactionary in defending its role as the “Big Brothers” 
to the small Slavic nations such as Serbia.  The role of nationalism was also a factor in causing . 
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Bold type = fact references or evidence. 

Bold type in italics = examples of ways to integrate documents. 

Underlined = important transitional words to designate line of argument shift or continuation.  


