
History 12 – Term 2 Essay Evaluation Chart: Overall summary of key parts of the essay 
 

Student report for: ________________________________________________________    Period: ________                   Instructions: The way to use this Essay Chart: Read the highlighted sections for specific areas that needed improvement. 
 

 Introduction Organization Depth of Discussion/Analysis Volume of Evidence Application of Evidence Writing Skills 

Major 
deficiency 

No identifiable introduction was 
provided and so no set-up for the thesis 
development was initiated.  

AND/OR 
No identifiable thesis statement was 
provided and so the essay had no 
foundation for any of following 
discussion to have centering.  
 

The pattern of discussion deviated 
from the declared pattern in the 
introduction 
                  AND/OR 
The essay was disorganized and 
wandered  from topic to topic 
without proper sequence of cause-
effect relationships established 

Main ideas were not or very poorly 
established and so no context was initially 
provided for the ensuing discussion. 

AND/OR 
Practically no discussion relevant to the 
essay question was developed. 
  

 Evidence was 
completely lacking 

- Incapable of assessment: not evidence 
was provided to assess application.  
- Evidence was applied almost always in a 
description mode rather than an analytical 
mode. Narration of events far too often 
occurred rather than applying facts to the 
main idea of the central question.  
                             AND/OR 
Only a few samples of evidence were provided 
and they were just listed and not developed. 

Numerous grammatical or 
sentence structure errors and 
weakness in written expression 
severely limited the message 
attempted.  
                 AND/OR 
Failure to indicate key ideas 
through specific language and 
inadequate use of key words 
occurred too often. 

Significant 
deficiency 

Your introduction was incomplete as 
you did not provide a setting for the 
discussion and the specific balance of 
the thesis statement wasn’t clear 
enough.  
                        AND/OR  
Sub-topics and supporting arguments 
were briefly listed or not included at all. 
Therefore, no “road map” for the thesis 
statement was established.  

The discussion was not organized 
sensibly and did not establish clear 
relationships due to chronological 
mistakes or missing content. 
                 AND/OR 
The discussion often drifted away 
from the main idea/ target words of 
the essay question. 

Main ideas were not or very poorly 
established and so no context was initially 
provided for the ensuing discussion.  
                    AND/OR 
Target words related to the essay question 
were not provided.  
                    AND/OR 
Much more depth of discussion was 
needed throughout the essay. 

Sporadic bits of 
evidence applied but 
not nearly enough. 
Much more evidence 
was needed 
throughout the essay. 

Evidence was applied too often in a 
description mode rather than an analytical 
mode. Narration of events too often occurred 
rather than applying facts to the main idea of 
the central question. 
                              AND/OR 
Evidence was often listed and not developed 
adequately to produce support for the 
ensuing discussion.  

Grammatical or sentence 
structure errors often complicated 
the quality of the essay’s thesis. 
Topic sentences were incomplete. 
                  AND/OR 
Word use was incorrect and often 
key words were missing. 

Reduced the 
effectiveness 
 of the essay 

Your introduction was incomplete as 
you did not provide a setting for the 
discussion and the specific balance of 
the thesis statement wasn’t clear 
enough.  
                        AND/OR  
Supporting arguments needed 
clarification and/or extension to 
provide better direction for the thesis 
application in the ensuing essay. 

The discussion at times was  
disorganized reducing the 
effectiveness of the thesis 
development 
                AND/OR 
The discussion often drifted away 
from the main idea/ target words of 
the essay question. 

Main ideas needed more clarity. Target 
words related to the essay question were 
not provided enough. 
                    AND/OR  
More depth of discussion was needed  in 
various parts of the essay 
                   AND/OR 
More depth of discussion was needed in 
parts of a specific section of the essay. 
Main ideas needed more clarity. 

Some evidence was 
used but more was 
needed. More 
evidence was needed 
in parts of the essay. 
 

At times, evidence was applied in a 
description mode rather than an analytical 
mode. Narration of events sometimes 
occurred rather than applying facts to the 
main idea of the central question.  
                              AND/OR 
Evidence needed more development to 
provide context and support of the thesis. 

Some grammatical or sentence 
structure errors impeded 
communication  
                 AND/OR 
Word use at times was incorrect 
and at times key words were 
missing. 

Somewhat 
problematic 

No setting to the discussion provided 
                       AND/OR 
Incomplete number of supporting 
arguments leaving an incomplete thesis 
development. 

At times the discussion lacked 
proper sequence of events     
               AND/OR  
The discussion sometimes drifted 
from the central topic.  

More depth of discussion was needed  in 
one particular section 
                    AND/OR 
Some parts needed more development to 
provide a more comprehensive thesis 
development. 

Some important 
evidence was missed 
that would have 
provided stronger 
thesis support. 

At times, evidence was described and not 
analyzed  
                             AND/OR 
Some evidence needed more development to 
provide context and support of the thesis. 

A few grammatical errors or 
weaker use of language occurred. 
                 AND/OR 
A few key words needed 
replacement for a more 
sophisticated applicability.  

Area which 
prevented a 
higher score  

No setting to the discussion provided         
                       AND/OR  
More clarification of some parts of the 
introduction.  

A few facts were in the incorrect 
chronological order. 

A few parts needed more analysis, 
extension or development for a more 
convincing thesis defense. 

A few more pieces of 
evidence were needed 
for support of the 
thesis.  

A few examples of evidence needed more 
development to provide context and support 
of the thesis. 

More sophisticated language or 
better diction was needed on 
occasion to provide more clarity. 

Well Done 
Overall !!! 

Your introduction was well done and 
had all of the necessary elements 
needed including a clear setting, thesis 
statement and supporting arguments!  

A well organized and logically 
sequential pattern of discussion 
was provided! 

A thorough analysis was developed with 
clear main ideas established and details 
supporting the thesis consistently 
provided! 

Very good volume of 
evidence provided as 
well as topic 
applicability! 

Very thorough use and development of 
evidence in support of the thesis throughout 
the essay! 

Very good use of language, few 
errors and key words were 
included to provide context 
throughout the essay.  

 


