
History 12 – Term 1+2+3 Essay Evaluation Checklist Report for areas to address for future improvement     Student’s Initials: ______________ 

 

Part I: The Introduction:  Needs Work:    Satisfactory:     Well Done: 
I1): Initial context for the discussion topic: specific problem areas:
I1. no attempt was made to provide a setting for the essay discussion ____, attempt was made but needed improvement for clarity or context. 

I2): Thesis statement: specific problem areas: 

I2a) no identifiable thesis statement was presented. 

I2b)   the thesis statement lacked clarity so that the balance of the overall thesis argument was not clear enough; It must be clear what the specific ratio- 

            balance of the thesis is: 0%, 33-67%, 50% or 100% ( persuasive essay), key words needed use such as greater + lesser extent, equally,  or completely. 

I3): Inclusion and quality of supporting arguments and/or topics supporting the thesis discussion: specific problem areas: 

I3a)   no supporting areas of discussion and/or arguments are indicated.  

I3b) limited or confused listing of areas of discussion and/or arguments occurred. 

I3c) incomplete thesis: one or more major areas of discussion still needed to fulfill a thorough thesis. 

 

Part D: Development and discussion of Thesis using details and arguments:  Needs Work:     Satisfactory:     Well Done:  
Specific problem areas at some point in the essay: 

D1. : Failure to clearly establish main ideas/topic sentences related to the thesis and which provided context for the ensuing discussion occurred. 

D2. : Area of discussion and/or argument needed further development or clarification: much more needed or extension was needed.    

D3. : Area of discussion was contradictory to the thesis, 

D4. : Area of discussion exhibited faulty historical reasoning. 

D5. : Area of discussion was  a) off the general topic ____  b) had little relevance to the question asked____ or  c) was simply illogical ___  

D6. : The comparison you attempted was a) incomplete _____ or b) conceptually incongruent Thus, support of the thesis was weak. 

D7. : Narrated events/described events rather than effectively using them as support of arguments and/or historical analysis. 

D8. : Lost the focus on the key idea or target word/words of the essay question (___________________________) which led to discussion going off topic. 

 

Part E: Use of Evidence/Factual References:  Needs Work:    Satisfactory:    Well Done: 
Specific problem areas at some point in the essay: 

E1. :  Practically no evidence used in this section in supporting the thesis discussion. 

E2. :  Some but not enough evidence was provided in this section, more was needed to support the thesis. 

E3. :  The evidence was not developed enough in order to adequately support the essay discussion: evidence was just described, listed or alluded to. 

E4. :  The evidence had little relevance to the central idea of the essay question. 

E5. :  The evidence used to support arguments was faulty or incorrect indicating a lack of historical comprehension and understanding. 

 

Part S: Summary and Conclusion: Needs Work:     Satisfactory:       Well Done:
Specific problem areas: 

S1. : No conclusion was provided.  

S2. : Conclusion was incomplete, not a complete overview of main topics.  

 

Part Writing Dynamics and Expression:  Needs Work:    Satisfactory:     Well Done:
Specific problem areas at some point in the essay: 

W1. : Vocabulary problems: poor or awkward word use; missing key words which limited the development of the point or evidence.  

W2. :  Spelling ___, punctuation ____ improper use of tense ____ inhibited the effectiveness of the writing and the message intended. 

W3. :  Sentence structure problems such as run-ons _____ or fragments _____ damaged the intended points or arguments. 

W4. :  The writing was often illegible and/or difficult to read which may lead to further problems on a provincial exam. 

W5. :  Important transitional words were not effectively used (eg. however = shift in discussion or similarly, moreover = continuation of similar ideas). 

W6. :  Confusion resulted because of lack of identification of proper nouns (they, them,):use proper nouns for specific understanding.   

W7. :  Use of illegitimate abbreviations negatively impacted the writing causing confusion or simply indicating laziness. 
History 12 Provincial and Scholarship Essay Scoring Criteria 

An essay may or may not conform to each and every descriptor within a particular scale point. The marker should categorize the essay based on general impression rather than 
by checking off each descriptor. 

 Content Organization and Expression 

Excellent    5  Superior recall of factual content. Comprehensive understanding of the fundamental 
concepts of history. Thesis is clear, relevant and valid. Mature and precise selection of 

supporting details. Where evaluation is required, judgement is exemplary. 

The content is organized in a purposeful, effective and sophisticated 
manner. The topic is addressed throughout. The explanation is clear,  

fluent and occasionally vivid. There are few errors in communication. 

Proficient    4 -5 Above average recall of factual content. Good understanding of the fundamental 

concepts of history. Thesis is evident and appropriate. Clear and appropriate selection 

of supporting details. Where evaluation is required, judgement is sound. 

The content is organized in a clear and deliberate manner. The topic is  

generally addressed throughout. The expression  is generally controlled 

and fluent. There may be occasional errors but minor flaws in 
communication.  

Acceptable  3 -4 Diminished but satisfactory recall of factual content. Sufficient understanding of the 
fundamental concepts of history. Thesis is identifiable but occasionally unclear or 

ambiguous. Adequate selection of supporting details. Where evaluation is required, 

judgement may be poor. 

The content shows some organization and planning. The writer may 
stray from the topic but recovers. The expression may, at times, be 

awkward. Errors occasionally impede communication.  

Limited       2 -3 Limited but flawed recall of factual content. Insufficient understanding of the 

fundamental concepts of history. Thesis is unfocused, irrelevant or invalid. Inadequate 

selection of supporting details. Where evaluation is required, judgement is poor. 

The content lacks adequate organization and planning. The writer is 

often off the topic. The expression is limited, awkward or simplistic. 

Errors often impede communication.  
 

Unsatisfactory 
                    1-2 

Error ridden or deficient recall of factual content. Inferior understanding of the 
fundamental concepts of history. Thesis is non-existent. Supporting details are 

completely lacking. Where evaluation is required, judgement is seriously flawed. 

The content is disorganized. The writer is off  the topic. The expression 
is unclear and uncontrolled. Errors result in a frequent lack of 

communication.  

Can't Be 
Evaluated    0 -1 

No discernible attempt to address the topic as given or the writing so deficient in 
length or legibility that it cannot be evaluated. 

No discernible attempt to address the topic as given or the writing so 
deficient in length or legibility that it cannot be evaluated. 

Essay Score         / 5 x 5 = Total Essay Mark:            /25 


