
History 12: Essay Tutorial Package 2017 
 

Essay Essentials using this Practice Question:  

The role of economics was predominant in shaping the course of major events from  

1917 to 1950. 

 

Evaluate this statement using examples from throughout the time period from 1917-1955. 

 

Or the question below (which is basically the same idea but with different command terms to try and 

confuse you!) 

 

To what extent did economic conditions influenced political change during the period from 1917 to 

1950? 

Planning procedure challenges: 

1. understanding the command term: Evaluate . . . . To what extent. 

 

2. understanding and identifying examples of the key target words: in the example above the target 

words are “role of economics” and “predominant”.  

 

3. establishing a useable organizer (see attached sheet: Essay Organizer: Page 2). 

 

4. developing a proper Essay Outline with evidence quickly listed below the supporting arguments  

(see Planning your Outline template: Page 3). 

 

5. developing a T-Chart to establish the balance ratio of your argument  

(see both Essay Organizer and Planning your Outline template sheets: Pages 2 and 3). 

 

6. establishing a thesis statement that represents your T-Chart balance ratio 

(see Balance of Thesis Statement sheet: Page 4).  

 

7. creating a proper introduction: (see Page 5) 

 

i) establishing the tone for the essay (the setting for the discussion) 

 

ii) indicates a clear thesis statement using language that indicates the balance ratio of the thesis  

 

iii) lists three supporting arguments and/or areas of discussion (chapters) that will be used to defend the    

     thesis and correlate to the balance ratio of the thesis statement. (see sample sheet of introduction) 

 

8.  Evaluation of essays and feedback: see Page 6 
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History 12 – Essay Organizer 
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Planning your Outline template 

History 12 – Planning Options and Recommendations for Essay Preparation 

 
                  Web/Mind Map with Arguments and Evidence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

                T-Chart for To What Extent, Evaluate, or Two Divisions for a topic 

 

                   

-            - 

-            - 

-            - 

-            - 

-            - 

-            - 

-            - 

             

       or  lead to     Formalized Outline for Thesis Statement, Arguments and Evidence  

 
                      Thesis Statement ___________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________  

 

Paragraph One: Tone statement, Thesis Statement, Three Arguments stated, 

 

Paragraph Two: Argument 1:_____________________________________________ 

                                                Evidence: 

                                                Evidence:   

                                                Evidence: 

 

Paragraph Three: Argument 2:_____________________________________________ 

                                                Evidence: 

                                                Evidence:   

                                                Evidence: 

 

Paragraph Four: Argument 3:_____________________________________________ 

                                                Evidence: 

                                                Evidence:   

                                                Evidence: 

 

 

Conclusion: Brief summary of main points of three arguments, reiteration of thesis position. 
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Establishing the Balance of the Thesis Statement in essays in History 12 
 

Within the crucial opening paragraph of the essay, the writer must establish a thesis statement which gives the 

reader/marker the approximate weighting of the thesis based upon the question asked. I have chosen to label this the 

balance of the thesis statement. 

 

Traditionally, university history essays require the persuasive essay in which a single overriding argument favoring one 

position is taken. However, in History 12 essays, the writer may opt to take a two-sided position. Thus, the necessity 

becomes one of clearly indicating in the thesis statement the balance of both sides being addressed. In fact, in 

conversation with ministry officials who mark the provincial exam, they emphasize the importance the student’s thesis 

statement in indicating the direction and balance of the ensuing thesis (central argument).  

 

In order to help students establish a thesis statement which indicates the balance or weighting of their thesis using words 

which indicate a portioning of the discussion, I have created this word scale for students to use: 

       

                    0%                             33%                               50%                                   67%                                100% 

             Never                          Somewhat                        Equally                              Often                               Always 

                                                Sometimes                   Same Importance                   Mostly                       Completely 

                                                Less Often                                                                More Often                      Totally 

                                         To a Lesser Degree                                                    To a Greater Degree 

 

Using the guideline of words that indicate the balance of the thesis statement as illustrated above, you should be able to 

develop a thesis statement that clearly indicates the weight of the thesis position. 

 

Basically there are three optional thesis statement ratios which are useable: 

 

1) the Persuasive thesis statement: indicating a 100% position in agreement with the  

    question asked or the position established in the question. 

2) a kind of Expository semi-persuasive thesis statement with an equal 50%-50% split on the topic (both sides of the 

question addressed with equal value). 

3) a kind of Expository semi-persuasive thesis statement with an imbalanced 33%-67% split on the topic (one-third on 

one side, two-thirds on the other side). 

 

Note: I do not recommend that you ever go totally against the question asked unless you are a sophisticated thinker and 

writer. This is because in order to reject the position given by the initial question the writer has to continually refer to the 

main idea of the original question and not stray from the topic. The completely opposing thesis must be juxtaposed  with 

the main idea of the question in order that contact with the original essay question is kept. Otherwise, the  writer strays off 

topic and may end up creating their own essay topic which avoids the main idea originally set out in the essay question. 

The resulting score will be low as the essay will have not adequately dealt with the main topic being addressed by the 

essay question. 

 

Three examples of statements based upon the question: To What Extent was Communism responsible for conflicts that 

arose during the twentieth century? 

 

1) 100% (Persuasive): Communism was always responsible for conflicts that arose throughout the twentieth  

                                       century. 

 

2) 50%-50% (half and half): Communism was responsible for many conflicts throughout the twentieth century   

                                                 but other forces such as Imperialism and Fascism were equally responsible for  

                                                 conflicts that arose during this time period. 

 

3) 67%-33% (two-thirds-one third): Communism was to a greater degree responsible for conflicts throughout the 

                                                             twentieth century although to a lesser degree other forces such as fascism  

                                                            also led to conflicts occurring during this time period. 
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History 12 Essay Preparation Guideline Overview re-cap: Key Steps 

 

A) Understanding the challenge and proceeding to the planning stage 
 

Step 1:  Carefully read the question noting the target phrase (see italics), the key terms used (see bold)  

             and the time frame of the question (see underline). 

             e.g. To what extent were social conditions improved during the inter-war period (1919-1939)? 

 

Step 2: Develop a thesis position based upon the statement. It may be useful to form a conceptual map 

            on the planning sheet to see where your evidence is related to the question. 

 

Step 3: Once establishing your position, quickly write a clear thesis statement that directs the marker to 

            your position on the topic. Important: Your thesis statement must clearly establish where you 

            are on the decision making scale (Tutorial will explain this) in order for a clear thesis development.  

    Two Thesis Statement examples based upon sample question:  

  a) Social conditions did not improve rather worsened during the inter-war period. (100%) 

                                                                              OR 

           b) Social conditions at times improved but most often worsened during the inter-war period. (1/3:2/3 split) 

 

Step 4: Establish the outline planning approach establishing sub-sections for your essay (listed on the other side of this  

            sheet) that best suits your writing ability and the demands of the question. (Chronological, Topic, Conceptual) 

 

Step 4: Start working on your outline by either  

a) Creating three sub-topics/arguments that support your thesis position and then plotting out evidence beside 

each argument.                                   OR 

b) If you are struggling with developing three arguments first, list evidence and see if a common thread of ideas 

emerges, then develop an argument based upon that stream of evidence. 

 

Step 5: Make sure your introductory paragraph includes these parts: 

a) setting of the discussion. 

b) declaration of clear thesis statement delineating your position in the total evaluation of the question. 

c) listing of three supporting arguments and/or focal points. 

d) summary statement linking thesis to general discussion to follow. 

 

B) Examples of two styles of essays that you can set up 

Expository/Persuasive (Secondary School expectations) or Persuasive (University level expectations)  
 

Example using 1/3:2/3 Partial Two Sides Approach 

 “During the inter-war period in Europe and the United States, many changes occurred which would have a dramatic  

   effect on social conditions there.(setting of discussion) The plight of the individual in society improved somewhat  

   during this time period but for the most part social conditions worsened overall.(thesis statement) Some 

   improvements occurred due to economic revivals in the USA, Russia, Italy and Germany. However, more often than  

   not, the majority of society still faced economic problems such as in Russia and the United States. Lastly, an  

   enormous number of people suffered at the hands of repressive governments such as in Russia, Italy and 

   Germany.(3 supporting arguments)Thus, many serious social problems still made life hard to bear during the  

   inter-war period. (summary statement)” 

Example using 100% Persuasive Essay Approach 

“During the inter-war period in Europe and the United States, many changes occurred which would have a dramatic  

  effect on social conditions there (setting of discussion). Although some would argue that social conditions improved  

  during this time period, the enormous cost to society at large outweighed any benefits and conditions for people in  

  society deteriorated rapidly causing enormous suffering. .(thesis statement) First of all, social conditions improving  

  due to economics were either short lived as in the United States or made due to the burden placed on people as in  

  Russia. Secondly, severe repression of freedoms occurred during this time period notably in Russia, Italy and  

  Germany. Thirdly, severe punishment of citizens deemed as threatening to existing governments was a frequent  

  trademark of societies in Russia, Italy and Germany.(3 supporting arguments) Therefore, the conditions in society  

  definitely worsened during the inter-war period.(summary statement)” 
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Last reminders in teeny font!: some Do's and Don'ts when writing written response questions, evidence questions and essay questions. 

General writing Do’s General writing Don’t’s 

Always use a blue or black pen Use pencil or red, purple, green etc. pens 

Use proper nouns Not too many they, his, it . . . 

Use past tense Don’t use present tense, this was in the past! 

Use a transition words to indicate shifts or continuation of your position However = shift        Moreover = continuation 
Conversely = shift   In addition = continuation 

Only abbreviate well established acronyms such as UNO or U.S.A. Do not make up your own LN (could appear like League of Nations but never adopted) 

Use analytical language: it will be argued Don’t use personalized language: I think 

Some specific essay related Do’s Some specific essay related Don’t’s 

Spend the time to prepare an outline Outline should not be too brief or too long 

Provide a complete introduction Do not just state a thesis position  

Provide context = topic sentences Do not initiate discussion without main ideas 

Use proper chronology when needed Forget to look at your outline for chronology 

Provide evidence for support of arguments Don’t just state a position without evidence 

Develop evidence fully Don’t just refer to evidence or list it 

Announce your conclusion clearly Do not just end the essay abruptly 
 

History 12 – Term 1+2+3 Essay Evaluation Checklist Report for areas to address for future improvement     Student’s Initials: ______________ 

 

Part I: The Introduction:  Needs Work:    Satisfactory:     Well Done: 
I1): Initial context for the discussion topic: specific problem areas:
I1. no attempt was made to provide a setting for the essay discussion ____, attempt was made but needed improvement for clarity or context. 

I2): Thesis statement: specific problem areas: 

I2a) no identifiable thesis statement was presented. 

I2b)   the thesis statement lacked clarity so that the balance of the overall thesis argument was not clear enough; It must be clear what the specific ratio- 

            balance of the thesis is: 0%, 33-67%, 50% or 100% ( persuasive essay), key words needed use such as greater + lesser extent, equally,  or completely.  

I3): Inclusion and quality of supporting arguments and/or topics supporting the thesis discussion: specific problem areas: 

I3a)   no supporting areas of discussion and/or arguments are indicated.  

I3b) limited or confused listing of areas of discussion and/or arguments occurred. 

I3c) incomplete thesis: one or more major areas of discussion still needed to fulfill a thorough thesis. 

 

Part D: Development and discussion of Thesis using details and arguments:  Needs Work:     Satisfactory:     Well Done:  
Specific problem areas at some point in the essay: 

D1. : Failure to clearly establish main ideas/topic sentences related to the thesis and which provided context for the ensuing discussion occurred. 

D2. : Area of discussion and/or argument needed further development or clarification: much more needed or extension was needed.    

D3. : Area of discussion was contradictory to the thesis, 

D4. : Area of discussion exhibited faulty historical reasoning. 

D5. : Area of discussion was  a) off the general topic ____  b) had little relevance to the question asked____ or  c) was simply illogical ___  

D6. : The comparison you attempted was a) incomplete _____ or b) conceptually incongruent Thus, support of the thesis was weak.  

D7. : Narrated events/described events rather than effectively using them as support of arguments and/or historical analysis. 

D8. : Lost the focus on the key idea or target word/words of the essay question (___________________________) which led to discussion going off topic. 

 

Part E: Use of Evidence/Factual References:  Needs Work:    Satisfactory:    Well Done: 
Specific problem areas at some point in the essay: 

E1. :  Practically no evidence used in this section in supporting the thesis discussion. 

E2. :  Some but not enough evidence was provided in this section, more was needed to support the thesis. 

E3. :  The evidence was not developed enough in order to adequately support the essay discussion: evidence was just described, listed or alluded to. 

E4. :  The evidence had little relevance to the central idea of the essay question. 

E5. :  The evidence used to support arguments was faulty or incorrect indicating a lack of historical comprehension and understanding. 

 

Part S: Summary and Conclusion: Needs Work:     Satisfactory:       Well Done:
Specific problem areas: 

S1. : No conclusion was provided.  

S2. : Conclusion was incomplete, not a complete overview of main topics.  

 

Part Writing Dynamics and Expression:  Needs Work:    Satisfactory:     Well Done:
Specific problem areas at some point in the essay: 

W1. : Vocabulary problems: poor or awkward word use; missing key words which limited the development of the point or evidence.  

W2. :  Spelling ___, punctuation ____ improper use of tense ____ inhibited the effectiveness of the writing and the message intended. 

W3. :  Sentence structure problems such as run-ons _____ or fragments _____ damaged the intended points or arguments. 

W4. :  The writing was often illegible and/or difficult to read which may lead to further problems on a provincial exam.  

W5. :  Important transitional words were not effectively used (eg. however = shift in discussion or similarly, moreover = continuation of similar ideas). 

W6. :  Confusion resulted because of lack of identification of proper nouns (they, them,):use proper nouns for specific understanding.   

W7. :  Use of illegitimate abbreviations negatively impacted the writing causing confusion or simply indicating laziness.  

 

History 12 Provincial and Scholarship Essay Scoring Criteria 

An essay may or may not conform to each and every descriptor within a particular scale point. The marker should categorize the essay based on general impression rather than by checking off each descriptor. 

 Content Organization and Expression 

Excellent    5  Superior recall of factual content. Comprehensive understanding of the fundamental concepts of history. Thesis 

is clear, relevant and valid. Mature and precise selection of supporting details. Where evaluation is required, 

judgement is exemplary. 

The content is organized in a purposeful, effective and sophisticated 

manner. The topic is addressed throughout. The explanation is clear,  

fluent and occasionally vivid. There are few errors in communication. 

Proficient    4 -5 Above average recall of factual content. Good understanding of the fundamental concepts of history. Thesis is 

evident and appropriate. Clear and appropriate selection of supporting details. Where evaluation is required, 

judgement is sound. 

The content is organized in a clear and deliberate manner. The topic is  

generally addressed throughout. The expression  is generally controlled and fluent. 

There may be occasional errors but minor flaws in communication.  

Acceptable  3 -4 Diminished but satisfactory recall of factual content. Sufficient understanding of the fundamental concepts of 

history. Thesis is identifiable but occasionally unclear or ambiguous. Adequate selection of supporting details. 

Where evaluation is required, judgement may be poor. 

The content shows some organization and planning. The writer may stray from the 

topic but recovers. The expression may, at times, be awkward. Errors occasionally 

impede communication.  

Limited       2 -3 Limited but flawed recall of factual content. Insufficient understanding of the fundamental concepts of history. 

Thesis is unfocused, irrelevant or invalid. Inadequate selection of supporting details. Where evaluation is 

required, judgement is poor. 

The content lacks adequate organization and planning. The writer is often off the 

topic. The expression is limited, awkward or simplistic. Errors often impede 

communication.  

 

Unsatisfactory 

                    1-2 

Error ridden or deficient recall of factual content. Inferior understanding of the fundamental concepts of history. 

Thesis is non-existent. Supporting details are completely lacking. Where evaluation is required, judgement is 

seriously flawed. 

The content is disorganized. The writer is off  the topic. The expression is unclear and 

uncontrolled. Errors result in a frequent lack of communication.  

Can't Be Evaluated  0 -1 No discernible attempt to address the topic as given or the writing so deficient in length or legibility that it 

cannot be evaluated. 

No discernible attempt to address the topic as given or the writing so deficient in 

length or legibility that it cannot be evaluated. 

Essay Score         / 5 x 4 = Total Essay Mark:            /20 
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