
SOCIAL STUDIES 11 

PROVINCIAL EXAMINATION STUDY GUIDE 
 

This guide is a summary of the curricular material that may be found on the Socials 11 

Provincial Exam. This is not an answer key. You must understand the material, as well as 

memorize it. This study guide is intended to help you focus on the topics that you will be tested 

for on the Provincial exam. Read your textbook and notebook thoroughly, take notes on the 

material, use the on-line essay planning sheets, understand the important vocabulary and take 

notice of the following study questions. 

 

Section One: History 
 
Chapter 1 – Canada at the turn of the century 
 

Study questions:  

1. Explain why some immigrants were welcomed to Canada, while others were discriminated 

against or turned away. 

2. Describe the movement for female suffrage in the early 20th century. 

3. What were the Head Tax and the Chinese Exclusion Act, and what effect did they have on 

Canada’s Chinese population before 1947? 

4. What was the Komagata Maru incident? Why was it significant in Canadian history? 

5. What were residential schools and reserves, and what were they meant to do? 

 

Chapter 2 – Canada and the First World War 
 

Study Questions: 

1. Explain how the following issues contributed to the beginning of the First World War: 

nationalism, colonialism, militarism. 

2. What was the alliance system and how did it contribute to the start of the war? 

3. What was Canada’s reaction to the start of the war? 

4. Describe how Canada’s political leaders reacted to the start of the war. 

5. Describe the readiness of Canada’s armed forces at the war’s outset. 

6. What was the War Measures Act and how did it affect Canadians during WWI? 

7. Describe Sam Hughes’ role in the war. 

8. How did technology affect the nature of warfare in the First World War? 

9. Summarise the significance of the following battles: The Second Battle of Ypres, The First 

Battle of the Somme, Vimy Ridge and Passchendaele, The Hundred Days Campaign 

10. Who was Julian Byng? What was his role in the war? 

11. How did the war affect Canada and Canadians at home? 

12. Describe the Conscription crisis of 1917. 

13. Explain how the American entry in the war and the Russian Revolution changed the course of 

the war. 

14. What was the Treaty of Versailles and what were some of the controversial parts of it? 

15. Explain the ideas behind the creation of the League of Nations and the problems that it was 

designed to solve. 

 

Chapter Three – Canada and the Nineteen-Twenties 
 

Study Questions: 

1. Explain the causes and effects of the Winnipeg General Strike of 1919. 

2. Describe examples of regional protest in Canada in the 1920s. 

3. What did the term ‘The Roaring Twenties’ mean? 

4. What was the King-Byng Crisis and what effects did it have? 

5. “Canada became increasingly independent in the 1920s”. Assess the validity of this statement 

based on historical evidence. 

6. Explain the significance of the following events in the 1920s: Chanak Crisis, Halibut Treaty, 

The King-Byng Crisis, Imperial Conference of 1926.  

7. What effects did American investment have on Canada’s economy and society? 

8. How was the regulation of alcohol different in Canada than in the US? 

9. How did the role of women in Canadian society change due to the following people or events: 

flappers, Agnes Macphail, The Persons Case? 

10. How did the economic prosperity of the 1920s affect Canada? 

11. Give examples of new technology that appeared in 1920’s Canada. How were Canadians’ lives 

changed? 

12. Explain how art reflected Canadian culture in the 1920s. 

13. Describe what life was like for the following groups of Canadians in the 1920s: Aboriginals, 

African-Canadians, Chinese-Canadians  

 

Chapter 4 (up to pg. 113)- Canada and the Nineteen-Thirties 
 

Study Questions: 

1. Describe how the economic cycle of the capitalist system works. 

2. Explain how the collapse of the wheat market in 1927 affected Canada. 

3. What were the underlying and immediate causes of the Great Depression? 

4. What were some of the immediate effects of the start of the Depression on Canada and 

Canadians? 

5. “Drought on the Prairies worsened the Depression for many”. Explain. 

6. How did the Canadian government attempt to relieve the effects of the Depression? 

7. How effective were the government’s attempts to deal with the Depression? 

8. How did the Canadian reaction to the Depression compare to that of the United States? 

9. Describe the nature of the following political movements in 1930s Canada: Social Credit, The 

CCF, Union Nationale. 

10. Explain the causes of the re-election of Mackenzie-King’s Liberals in 1935. 

11. Explain the source of federal-provincial tensions in the 1930s and recommendations of the 

Rowell-Sirois Commission. 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 4 (pgs. 114-115)  + Chapter 5 – The Road to War / Canada and the Second World War 
 

Study Questions: 

1. How did the Treaty of Versailles contribute to the outbreak of the Second World War? 

2. List and describe the totalitarian governments that came to power in Europe and Asia during 

the interwar period. 

3. Describe the factors that contributed to the rise of Nazism in Germany in the 1920s and 1930s. 

4. What were some of the tenets of National Socialism in Germany? 

5. How did the policy of appeasement contribute to the beginning of the Second World War? 

6. How was Kristallnacht a turning point in the treatment of the Jews in Germany? 

7. What was Canada’s response to the beginning of the war? How did the government react? 

Who supported conscription and who did not? 

8. Explain the significance of the St. Louis incident in the context of the Holocaust. 

9. Describe the blitzkrieg. 

10. Explain the significance of the following events: The Phoney War, Dunkirk, Operation 

Sealion, Operation Barbarossa, Dieppe, Ortona, Operation Overlord, The Battle of the 

Scheldt Estuary, The Liberation of Holland, Hong Kong, Pearl Harbour. 

11. How did Canada contribute to the war effort on the seas and in the air? 

12. Discuss the role of technology in the Second World War. 

13. Understand and describe basic details regarding the Holocaust in Europe, and understand 

Canada’s response to it. 

14. Describe the role that Canada played in Asia in the Second World War. 

15. Explain how the war affected the following in Canada: the economy, the role of women, 

treatment of non-European Canadians 

16. Describe the lives of Japanese-Canadians during the Second World War. 

17. Explain how the Second World War was brought to an end in Europe and in Asia. 

 

Chapter 6/7/8  – Canada and the Cold War + The Post-Cold War World (International events) 
 

Study Questions: 

1.    Explain the significance of the Igor Gouzenko affair for Canada. 

2.    Why did the US and USSR become confrontational after WWII? 

3.    Describe how the beginnings of the Cold War was reflected in Canada’s international actions 

and domestic actions. 

4.  For what reasons was the United Nations formed? 

5.  What powers was the United Nations given? 

1. What is the Security Council? Who are the members? What role does it have? 

2. What were some of the initial goals of the United Nations? 

3. Describe the role of the UN in the following post-war conflicts: The Korean War, The Suez 

Crisis. 

4. What role has Canada or Canadians had in the UN since its founding? 

5.  Describe the role of Lester Pearson in the Cold War period. 

6. Understand Canada’s role in the following events: the nuclear issue, the Cuban Missile Crisis, 

The Vietnam War. 

7. How did the different post-war Prime Ministers react to the different events in the Cold War? 

What were their views of Canada’s role in the world? 

8. What is the significance of Pierre Trudeau’s foreign policy on modern Canada? 

9. How did Brian Mulroney’s foreign policy differ? 

10. Describe Canada’s role in the New World Order. 

11. Explain the significance of the following post-Cold War events on Canada and Canadians: The 

Gulf War (1991), Somalia , Rwanda, Bosnia, Kosovo 

12. What effect has globalisation had on Canada’s economy and place in the world? 

 

Chapter 6/7/8 – Canadian social, political and economic changes (1945-2000)  
 

 1.  Understand how Canadian society changed and adjusted to the realities of post-war  

            Canada.  

         2.  How did the Canadian economy change between 1945 and 2000? 

 3.  How did the following players contribute to economic change in Canada: the federal  

             government, provincial governments, unions, corporations, workers? 

 4.  Explain the significance of the post-war megaprojects in Canada. 

 5. “Canadian society became much more fair and just for every Canadian”. Evaluate the  

             following statement. 

 6.  How did the social ideas of John Diefenbaker differ from those of Lester Pearson? 

 7.  How was Pierre Trudeau ‘a man of his times’? 

8.  Explain the effects of the following movements on Canadian history: youth, the      

     women’s movement, the environmental movement 

 9.  Describe the effects of the economic issues of the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s on the   

      Canadian economy and federation. 

 10. How were the economic policies of the Mulroney Conservatives similar and different  

       to those of the Chretien Liberals in the 1980s and 1990s? 

 

Chapter 6/7/8 – Quebec and Canada’s Aboriginals  
 

1. What values did the Duplessis Era impose on Québec? 

2. How did Québécois society change during the Quiet Revolution? 

3. Describe the rise of separatism in Québec in the 1960s and 1970s. 

4. How did the Canadian government respond to Quebec nationalism? 

5. What was the October Crisis and how did it change Québec nationalism and Canada? 

6. What significance did the election of the Parti Québécois in 1976 have? 

7. What were the outcomes of the 1980 and 1995 sovereignty referenda in Québec? 

8. Describe the 1982 Constitutional debate and further attempts to bring Québec into the 

Canadian Constitution. 

9. Explain the significance of the following: The Kitchen Compromise, The Meech Lake Accord, 

The Charlottetown Accord. 

10. How is Canada’s immigration policy unique? 

11. What are the differences between multiculturalism and the melting-pot idea? 

12. How have Canada’s aboriginal people attempted to gain rights since the 1960s? 

13. What significance do the following issues have in the history of Aboriginal struggles in post-

war Canada: the White Paper, the Red Paper, the Berger Commission, Oka, the Nisga’a 

Treaty, Delgamuluukw, the creation of Nunavut 



Section Two: Government and Law 
 

 

Political Philosophies – from class notes + pgs. 297-299 of Chapter 9 
 

Study Questions: 

1. Define totalitarianism. 

2. What are three aspects of communism? What are three aspects of fascism?  

3. Why are communism and fascism considered totalitarian political philosophies? 

4. How are communism and fascism similar and different? 

5. Understand the similarities and differences between conservatism, liberalism and socialism. 

6. Explain why conservatism, liberalism and socialism are all considered democratic 

philosophies. 

 

Chapter 9 – The Structure of Canada’s Government 
 

Study Questions: 

1. How are direct and representative democracy similar and different? 

2. What is a constitutional monarchy? How is Canada a part of a constitutional monarchy? 

3. How is a level of government and a branch of government different? 

4. Identify and explain the roles of the three levels of Canada’s government. 

5. What powers do the federal, provincial and municipal governments have under Canada’s 

federal system? 

6. Identify and explain the roles of the three branches of Canada’s government? 

7. Explain how the selection of Members of Parliament and the Senate differs. 

8. What are the roles and responsibilities of the following positions in the Canadian federal 

system? – Prime Minister, Senator, Governor-General, Speaker, Cabinet Minister, Member of 

Parliament 

9. Explain the process through which a bill is passed into a law in Canada. 

10. Explain the role of provincial and territorial governments in the Canadian federal system? 

11. Explain the responsibilities of each part of a municipal government. 

 

 

Chapter 9 – The Citizen and the Government 
 

Study Questions: 

1. Describe the political positions of the following political parties: The Conservative Party of 

Canada, The Liberal Party of Canada, The New Democratic Party of Canada, Le Bloc 

Québécois. 

2. What are the political philosophies, platforms and leaders of the following British Columbia 

provincial parties: The BC Liberals, The BC New Democrats? 

3. Explain, in detail, the process through which governments are elected in the Canadian federal 

system. 

4. What are the similarities and differences between the first-past-the-post and signle 

transferable voting system of elections? 

5. What are the similarities and differences between a political party and a non-governmental 

organisation (NGO) in the Canadian political process? 

6. Explain the role of pressure groups and lobbyists in the Canadian political system. 

7. What roles does the mass media have in the Canadian political system? 

8. What are the potential drawbacks to the concentration of the media in Canada? 

9. What are the principles of civil disobedience?  

 

Chapter 10 – Canada’s Constitution and The Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
 

Study Questions: 

1. Why are the following acts significant in the history of Canadian rights and freedoms: The 

British North America Act (1867), the Canadian Bill of Rights (1960) 

2. Describe the origins of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms in the 1982 Constitutional Act. 

3. Describe the potential applications, whether positive or negative, of the different sections of 

the Charter. 

4. Understand the nature of all of the following rights in the Charter: legal rights, democratic 

rights, employment rights, mobility rights, language rights, minority rights, aboriginal rights. 

5. How have aboriginal rights changed in the latter half of the 20th century in Canada? 

 

Chapter 10 – Human Rights 
 

Study Questions: 

1. What is the role of the United Nations in promoting human rights? 

2. Explain the significance of the following: Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

International Criminal Court. 

3. How do the following events reflect on the world’s commitment to human rights: The 

Holocaust, The Rwandan Genocide. 

4. What is the significance of Bill 101 on human rights in Quebec? 

5. How have the rights of children been protected in the 20th century? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section Three: Geography 
 

 

Chapter 11 – Population 
 

Study Questions:  

1. What is demography? What does a demographer do? 

2. What kinds of information can you learn about a country’s past, present and future by 

analysing a population pyramid? 

3. How is population growth or decline measured? 

4. What is the rule of seventy and what does it measure? 

5. What are the stages and characteristics of the Demographic Transitional Model? 

6. Answer the following question: “To what extent has the one-child policy been a success in 

China?” 

7. What factors account for low or high population density? 

8. What is nutritional density? Why is it an important measure? 

9. What was Thomas Malthus’ theory on population? How have Neo-Malthusians changed this 

theory? 

 

 

Chapter 12 – Living Standards 
 

Study Questions:  

1. What are the measures for the UN’s Human Development Index? 

2. How are countries classified as either developed, newly-industrialised, developing or highly-

indebted poor? 

3. Why do women and children suffer the most in the developing world? 

4. Explain how HIV/AIDS has become such a serious problem in the developing world? 

5. Explain the importance of the following to a nation’s living standards: literacy, access to 

education, access to healthcare/medicine, nutrition. 

6. How are the conditions on Canada’s First Nations reserves similar to those in some developing  

nations? 

7. Define multilateral aid, tied aid 

8. Describe how the United Nations, governmental organisations (like CIDA) and NGO’s 

contribute to development in the developing world. 

9. How will debt reduction and debt forgiving help the developing world? 

 

 

Chapter 13 – The Environment 
 

Study Questions: 

1. How are resources, the environment and human populations are interconnected? 

2. What are the different types of resource use around the world? 

3. Explain the significance of the following: Silent Spring, The Brundtland Commission, Agenda 

21. 

4. Explain the threats to the world’s fresh and saltwater. 

5. What is an aquifer? Why are the world’s groundwater resources under threat? 

6. What are the effects of overdraft or contamination of groundwater? 

7. What is being done to mitigate the threats to the world’s water resources? 

8. What are the causes, effects and possible solutions to acid rain? 

9. What is causing ozone depletion? What parts of the world are being affected? 

10. What are the effects of ozone depletion? On humans? On the environment? 

11. What is being done to mitigate the effects of ozone depletion globally? 

12. What are the causes of global warming? 

13. Explain how the developed world is exacerbating global warming. 

14. Explain why the developing world stands to lose more from global warming than the 

developed world. 

15. List some of the effects, whether potential or real, of global warming? 

16. What are the positives and negatives of global warming for different parts of the world? 

17. Explain what can be done to mitigate or reduce global warming? 

18. What are cleaner forms of energy that the world could use? 

19. What are the positives and negatives of using these cleaner forms of energy? 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


