
SOCIAL STUDIES 11
MID-YEAR EXAMINATION STUDY QUESTIONS

This guide is a summary of the curricular material that may be found on the Socials 11 Mid-Year 
Exam. This is not an answer key. You must understand the material, as well as memorize it. 
This study guide is intended to help you focus on the topics that you will be tested for on the 
Provincial exam. Read your textbook and notebook thoroughly, take notes on the material, use 
the essay planning sheets, understand the important vocabulary and take notice of the following 
study questions.

Section One: Government and Politics

Chapter 9 + Class notes - Political Philosophies 

Study Questions:

1. Define totalitarianism and democracy.
2. What are three aspects of communism? What are three aspects of fascism? 
3. Why are communism and fascism considered totalitarian political 

philosophies?
4. How are communism and fascism similar and different?
5. Understand the similarities and differences between conservatism, liberalism 

and socialism.
6. Explain why conservatism, liberalism and socialism are all considered 

democratic philosophies.

Chapter 9 – Canada's systems of government

Study Questions:

1. How are direct and representative democracy similar and different?
2. What is a constitutional monarchy? Explain why Canada is a constitutional 

monarchy? What is the role of the monarch in the Canadian government?
3. How is a level of government and a branch of government different?
4. Identify and explain the roles of the three levels of Canada’s government.
5. What powers do the federal, provincial and municipal governments have 

under Canada’s federal system?
6. Identify and explain the roles of the three branches of Canada’s government
7. Explain how the selection of Members of Parliament and the Senate differs.
8. Explain why some criticise the nature of Canada’s Senate.
9. Describe how the structure of a Triple E Senate would be different than the 

current structure of Canada’s Senate.
10. What are the roles and responsibilities of the following positions in the 

Canadian federal system? – Prime Minister, Senator, Governor-General,  
Cabinet Minister, Member of Parliament

11. Describe the process through which a bill is passed into a law in Canada.
12. Explain the role of provincial and territorial governments in the Canadian 

federal system
13. Explain the responsibilities of each part of a municipal government.



Chapter 9 – Canada's Democracy and Citizens’ Influence on Public Policy

Study Questions:

1. Describe the political positions of the following political parties: The 
Conservative Party of Canada, The Liberal Party of Canada, The New 
Democratic Party of Canada, Le Bloc Québécois.

2. Know the current Prime Minister and leader of the federal Official 
Opposition.

3. Describe the nature of politics in British Columbia, including the two major 
political parties (The BC Liberal Party, The BC New Democrats).

4. Explain, in detail, the process through which governments are elected in the 
Canadian federal system.

5. What are the similarities and differences between the first-past-the-post and 
the single-transferable vote system of elections?

6. What are the similarities and differences between a political party and a non-
governmental organisation (NGO) in the Canadian political process?

7. Explain the role of pressure groups and lobbyists in the Canadian political 
system.

8. What roles do the mass media have in the Canadian political system?
9. What are the principles of, and limitations to, civil disobedience? 

Chapter 10 – Canada’s Legal System / The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms  
                

Study Questions:

1. What are the origins of Canada’s legal system?
2. Explain how the rule of law is the fundamental part of Canada’s legal 

system.
3. Describe the role of Canada’s Supreme Court. How is it different than the 

other courts?
4. Why are the following acts significant in the history of Canadian rights and 

freedoms: The Magna Carta (1215), The British North America Act (1867),  
the Canadian Bill of Rights (1960)

5. Describe the origins of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms in the 1982 
Constitutional Act.

6. Understand the nature of all of the following rights in the Charter: legal  
rights, democratic rights, employment rights, mobility rights, language 
rights, minority rights, aboriginal rights.

7. Describe some potential applications of each of the sections of the Charter.



Section Two: History

Chapter 1 – Canada at the turn of the twentieth century

Study questions: 

1. Describe the social value system that existed in turn of the century Canada.
2. What was the Boer War? Why was Canada’s participation in it significant?
3. What was the significance and outcome of the Alaska Boundary Dispute?
4. Explain why some immigrants were welcomed to Canada, while others were 

discriminated against or turned away.
5. Describe the movement for female suffrage in the early 20th century.
6. What were the Head Tax and the Chinese Exclusion Act, and what effect did 

they have on Canada’s Chinese population?
7. What was the Komagata Maru incident? Why was it significant in Canadian 

history?
8. What were residential schools and reserves, and what were their effect on 

Canada’s Aboriginal people?

Chapter 2 – Canada and the First World War

Study Questions:

1. Explain how the following issues contributed to the beginning of the First 
World War: nationalism, colonialism, militarism.

2. What was the alliance system and how did it contribute to the start of the 
War?

3. What was Canada’s reaction to the start of the War?
4. Describe how Canada’s leaders reacted to the start of the War.
5. Describe the readiness of Canada’s armed forces at the War’s outset.
6. What was the War Measures Act and how did it affect Canadians during 

WWI?
7. Describe Sam Hughes’ role in the War.
8. How did technology affect the nature of warfare in the First World War?
9. Summarise the significance of the following battles: The Second Battle of  

Ypres, The First Battle of the Somme, Vimy Ridge, Passchendaele, The 
Hundred Days Campaign.

10. How did the war affect Canada and Canadians at home? How was the War 
paid for?

11. Describe the Conscription crisis of 1917, its policies and the effects that it 
had on Canada.

12. What was the Treaty of Versailles and what were some of the controversial 
parts of it?

13. Explain the ideas behind the creation of the League of Nations and the 
problems that it was designed to solve.

14. Explain why some consider the First World War as a contributing factor in 
Canada’s ‘coming of age’ and growing autonomy.



Chapter Three – Canada and the Nineteen-Twenties

Study Questions:

1. Describe the immediate social, political and economic effects of the end of 
the War on Canada.

2. Explain the causes and effects of the Winnipeg General Strike of 1919.
3. Describe examples of regional protest in Canada in the 1920s.
4. What did the term ‘The Roaring Twenties’ mean?
5. What was the King-Byng Crisis and what effects did it have on Canadian 

politics?
6. “Canada became increasingly independent in the 1920s”. Assess the validity 

of this statement based on historical evidence.
7. Explain the significance of the following events in the 1920s: The Chanak 

Crisis, The Halibut Treaty, Imperial Conference of 1926. 
8. What effects did American investment have on Canada’s economy and 

society?
9. How was the regulation of alcohol different in Canada than in the US?
10. How did the role of women in Canadian society change due to the following 

people or events: flappers, Agnes Macphail, The Persons Case?
11. How did the economic prosperity of the 1920s affect Canada? When did this 

period of prosperity end?
12. Give examples of new technology that appeared in 1920s Canada. How were 

Canadians’ lives changed?
13. Explain how art reflected Canadian culture in the 1920s.
14. Describe what life was like for the following groups of Canadians in the 

1920s: Aboriginals, African-Canadians, Chinese-Canadians 
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