
Socials Studies 9 – Midyear Study Guide 

 
NOTE: The following list of terms, topics and questions is a study guide to help you study. HOWEVER, 

this study sheet does not cover all the material that may be tested. Students are reminded to skim read the 

textbook again, take notes and go over your notebook material. 

 

ALL INFORMATION LISTED BELOW HAS BEEN COMPILED FROM YOUR CROSSROADS 

TEXTBOOK OR YOUR CLASS NOTES. 

 

 

TOPIC ONE: THE MODERN AGE IN EUROPE 

 

Reference: Chapter 1 of Crossroads 

 

Terms to know: Renaissance, Middle Ages, Reformation, Martin Luther, Roman Catholic, pope, Protestant, 

feudal, “kingly virtues”, Divine Right of Kings, empire, economy, emergence, three-field system, 

humanism, philosophy, printing press, Scientific Revolution, Copernicus, Galileo, Francis Bacon, Isaac 

Newton, Vesalius, Brahe, Van Leewenhoek 

 

Questions to help you study for this section: 

 

1. Which changes resulted in Europe’s kings gaining a greater degree of power in the 16
th

 century? 

2. What was the Reformation? What caused it? What effects did it have? 

3. Describe and explain the Divine Right of Kings. 

4. How did the idea of “the nation” emerge? 

5. How did changes in agriculture affect Europe starting in the 17
th

 century? 

6. Describe how the decline of feudalism affected Europe? 

7. What is imperialism and how did Europe change as a result of it? 

8. Explain how the following items in Europe changed in Europe due to the Renaissance and the 

Scientific Revolution: philosophy, art, literature, technology, education, the view of humanity. 

9. How did beliefs change as a result of scientific advancements in the 16
th

 and 17
th

 centuries? 

10. Explain how science and religion conflicted during this period. 

 

 

 

TOPIC TWO: ENGLAND: PARLIAMENT VERSUS MONARCHY 

 

Reference: Chapter 2 of Crossroads 

 

Terms to know: Magna Carta, Protestants, Church of England/Anglican Church, Calvinists/Puritans, 

religious intolerance, witch hunts, Stuarts, absolute monarchies versus constitutional monarchies, Divine 

Right of Kings, Court of Star Chamber, Strafford’s Fork, seditious libel, Long Parliament, English Civil 

War, Rump Parliament, Oliver Cromwell, Roundheads, Cavaliers, Pride’s Purge, Lord Protector 

Blue Laws, Charles II, regicides, Glorious Revolution, James II, Bill of Rights 

 

Questions to help you study for this section: 

 

1. Describe the structure of English society in the 17
th

 century? 

2. How was English diet altered and why? 

3. What were the differences between the Anglicans and the Puritans? 

4. Why did witch-hunts occur and how justified were they? 

5. What conditions led to the growing conflicts between the parliament and Charles I? 

6. What mistakes did Parliament make in its dealings with Charles I? 

7. To what extent was the execution of Charles I justified? 

8. Was Cromwell a tyrant or a just leader? Give reasons for both arguments? 

9. Why and how did Parliament get rid of James II? 

 

 

 

TOPIC THREE: THE FRENCH REVOLUTION  

 

Reference: Chapter 3 of Crossroads 

 

Terms to know: tithe, inflation, bourgeoisie, tariffs, Place of Versailles, Sun King, Louis XVI, Marie 

Antoinette, Custom of Paris, Philosophies, Rousseau, Voltaire, Montesquieu, Estates General/Three estates, 

Tennis Court Oath, Fall of Bastille, great fear, Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen, émigrés, 

Girondists, Jacobins, Sans Culottes, Marat Danton, Robespierre, Citizen Louis Capet, Reign of Terror Law 

of Suspects, guillotine, Directory. 

 

Questions to help you study for this section: 

 

1. Explain how life was difficult for peasants in France. 

2. Why was the bourgeoisie disenchanted with the monarchy? 

3. Why was Louis XIV in so much debt? 

4. Explain the similarities and differences of the “big three philosophies regarding the relationship 

between parliaments and monarchs. 

5. What was the flaw in the voting system of the Three Estates? 

6. What was the historical significance of the Storming of Bastille? 

7. What role did women play in the French Revolution? 

8. Give as many reasons as possible why the Reign of Terror was just that. 

 

 



 

TOPIC FOUR: THE NAPOLEONIC ERA 

 

Reference: Chapter 4 of Crossroads 

 

Terms to know: Napoleon Bonaparte, Josephine Bonaparte, Battle of the Nile, First Consul, Napoleonic 

Code, Madame de Stael, censorship, Continental System, Grand Armee, nationalism, guerrilla warfare, 

Russian Campaign, Bonapartists, Battle of Waterloo, Saint Helena, Congress of Vienna 

 

Questions to help you study: 

 

1. Explain why Napoleon progressed so far so fast in the French Army? 

2. Explain why Napoleon’s Italian campaign was more successful than his Egyptian campaign. 

3. Give one compliment and one criticism of the Napoleonic Code. 

4. Describe the Continental System. 

5. What were some of the benefits and costs for European countries under Napoleonic rule? 

6. Give as many reasons as possible for the failure of the Grand Armee in the Russian campaign. 

7. How devastating was the Russian campaign statistically for France? 

8. Explain why the Battle of Waterloo is such a famous event in history. 

 

 

 

TOPIC FIVE: GEOGRAPHY SKILLS 

 

Reference: Your class notes and exercises 

 

Terms to know: title, legend, scale, line scale, graphic scale, verbal scale, representative fraction, map 

symbol, outline map, grid reference (UMG), “I’ll be right up”, direction, cardinal points, cardinal sub-

points, longitude, latitude, “Lat is FLAT; Long is LONG”, Equator, Tropics of Cancer/Capricorn, 

Arctic/Antarctic Circles, Prime Meridian, hemisphere, Greenwich, equinox, solstice, gazetteer, time zone, 

GMT, 15 degrees of longitude, climate graph, precipitation, 6 degrees Celsius 

 

Questions to help you study for this section: 

 

1. What are the features of a good map? 

2. How does scale work in mapping? What are the differences between a small and large scale map? 

What are the different types of scale you might find on a map? 

3. Can you identify continents by sight? 

4. What are the cardinal points? Sub-points? 

5. What lines divide the Earth into hemispheres? 

6. What are the special lines of latitude and longitude? What is their significance? 

7. How are time zones determined? How can you figure out the time zone of the time within that 

zone? 

8. How many time zones are there in Canada? Which time zone is Vancouver in? 

9. What are the parts of the gazetteer? 

10. How are climate graphs put together? What significance does the following information have?: 6 

degrees Celsius, 800 mm/year, monthly average, monthly year 


