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Course Description 

 History 12 offers an intensive study of the history of the 20th Century from the years of 1917 to 1991.  

 Students will be introduced to the geopolitical developments that have influenced the events of the 20th century. 

An immense number of important events are examined during these years. Numerous critical historical topics are 

studied including: the Russian Revolution, Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany, World War II; the onset of the 

Cold War, the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Superpower Arms Race, the Vietnam War, the 

Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, the histories of the Middle East and of non-communist and Red China and 

finally the fall of Communism in Eastern Europe. The roles of important historical figures in these events such 

as Lenin, Stalin, Mussolini, Hitler, Churchill, Roosevelt, Gandhi, Kennedy, Khrushchev, Mao, Nixon, 

Mandela, and Gorbachev are revealed in the purview of historical studies as well as the role of the masses in 

altering history in such events as the Civil Rights Movement and Apartheid in South Africa.  
 

 History 12 is a critical course for students' overall education and serves as an excellent primer for post~secondary 

education. The investigation of history and historical problems requires the development and enhancement of 

critical and higher level thinking skills serving as a great preparation for future educational challenges. Students 

develop an understanding of historical cause-response-effect relationships gaining valuable insights into the 

background to many of our current social; political and economic issues. The ability to provide sound arguments 

based on evidence is a further dividend provided by historical investigations. 
   
 Academic challenges during course work include the development of written response answers to complex 

historical problems, the ability to formulate sound and convincing theses during essay challenges as well as 

fundamental skills in processing large amounts of information engendering reading and study habits that lead to 

good practices in future post-secondary or job related endeavors. Content material is disseminated in a variety of 

ways including lecture, seminar discussion, video footage and general question and answer discussion.  
 

Supplies, Materials and Textbooks 

Students are highly recommended to purchase an extremely large three-ring binder for History 12 since numerous 

handouts and materials will be given as well as many lecture notes. Other necessary materials include: lined paper 

and pens. Students may record notes on laptops or tablet technology but will not be provided access to electrical 

power outlets. Four Textbooks are issued to students (lost fee in brackets): Global Forces ($90.00); Map History: 

Hundey ($50.00); Twentieth Century History: Howarth ($50.00); The World This Century: DeMarco ($50.00)  
 

Assignments and approximate percentages of each term (Terms 1,2,3) and total year-end percentage breakdown  

             Approximate % for marks each term                                  Year in total percentage breakdown 

2 Seminar discussions  15% x 2 = 30% (T2 only) 

Project presentations     30% (T1 + T3 only) 

Assignments + Tests      10%-15% 

Note-taking Sheets     20%-25% 

Term Exam     25%  (including essay) 

Total percentage     100% 

Test and Exam expectations 
 There will be a major term exam at the end of all three terms but no midyear exam. Each term exam will be 

extended to 120 minutes and for those times only students will need to arrive to class early or stay late depending 

upon the period of the day. The extended exam time provides students with the valuable experience of writing a more 

complex exam similar to post-secondary exam settings. 

 Please note that students must attend all three exams at the time that they are administered unless an authorized 

medical or personal matter excuse has been received by the instructor. For the sake of integrity and fairness to all 

students, term exams must be written by every student at the allocated place and time. 

Extra Time students will be accommodated accordingly and provided with the ministry time allocated. 

 Cheating, of course, will be treated as a serious breach of trust and will result in a score of zero and possible  

intervention by an administrator and/or notification of the misconduct to parents or guardians.   
 

Online Support Now Available: Students are greatly advised to consult the online resources provided 

for History 12 students by the instructor which include Study Guides, Writing Skills and Essay 

Instructional Templates and past Provincial Exams with the answer keys provided. To access the 

website, students merely need to log into this web address:  http://lordbyng.net/socials/ 
OR log onto the Lord Byng School website, go to Departments, go to Social Studies and click on the 

link http://lordbyng.net/socials/ 

Term 1    33.33% 

Term 2    33.33% 

Term 3    33.33% 

Total for year    100% 

 

http://lordbyng.net/socials/
http://lordbyng.net/socials/


                  The Year at a Glance: Major curriculum topics studied during the course of the year.  
 

 1  The study of history and the role of the historian.  

 2  Imperialism and World War I as a backdrop to the developments of 1919.  

 3  The Versailles Treaty of 1919 and the consequences for Europe.  

 4  The United States from boom to bust: 1919 to 1939.  

 5  The Russian Revolutions, the rise of communism and the emergence of Stalin to 1939.  

 6  The rise fascism and Mussolini in Italy and Nazism and Hitler in Germany up to 1939. 

 7  The outbreak of World War II, major theatres of war in Europe and North Africa. 

 8 World War II: the War in the Pacific and the dropping of the Atomic bombs. 

 9  The onset of the Cold War: 1945-1949  

 10         Containment of Communism in the 1950's: McCarthyism and the Korean War.  

 11 Soviet control of Eastern Europe: Hungarian Revolution 1956 

 12  Brinkmanship: US/Soviet relations in the 1960’s (the Cuban Missile Crisis.) 

 13 Sino-Soviet relations during the Cold War.  

 14 From the Manchu Dynasty to Mao: The history of China: 1900 – 1976.  

 15 The Vietnam War 1964-1973. 

 16  The history of the Middle East: 1900 - 1991.  

 17 Soviet hegemony 1968 -1980: Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Afghanistan. 

 18 Term 3 student lead presentation topics (samples): Independence in India + Pakistan, the Civil  

                          Rights Movement in the USA, Apartheid in South Africa, the Nuclear Arms Race, the  

                          United Nations, Post-Mao China and the Tiananmen Square massacre, the Gulf War of 1991 

            19 The Collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe and the USSR.  
 

Student Responsibilities 

 Student Commitment: Students are expected to adhere to the school Code of Conduct specified in the School  

Agenda. Normal classroom protocol is also required. Thus, students are expected to attend regularly, be on    

time for class, bring proper materials to the classroom and participate in classroom activities especially in the   

discussion of history. Respect for each individual in the class and personal viewpoints on issues is a primary  

condition for a positive engagement in classroom activities.  
 

 History 12 Commitment: Students who take History 12 are in for a significant challenge. The volume of  

   material to be digested is substantial. Essential keys to success are 1) developing good study habits; 2) extensive  

   reading and note-taking outside of class time; 3) completion of homework assignments based upon readings; 

   4) practice of written questions and essay development; 5) preparation for seminar discussions and student-led  

   presentations; and 6) continual regular review of content. All in all, a thorough commitment to the course is needed   

   however, given the fascinating content and knowledge gained, this obligation is well worth while! 
 

 Attendance and Punctuality: A note from home is required for any absence and must include the date and the  

   reason for absence. If a student will be absent from a class for a club or sports commitment or due to the request of  

   another teacher, they must speak to the instructor ahead of time. Students are expected to arrive on time as given the  

   enormity of the content to be covered, each class starts immediately after the bell rings. If a student arrives late and  

   the door is closed, they are asked to please wait outside until the instructor opens the door at a convenient time.  
 

 Assignments: It is the student's responsibility to have assignments completed on time. 1f absent, students are  

   expected to find out what the assignment was and hand it in the following class. Marks will be deducted for late  

   and/or incomplete work. Students who email assignments to the instructor may do so to prove completion however,  

   students must provide a print copy and not expect the instructor to print out their assignment on school printers.  
 

 Assessment: History 12 is a highly academic course and students will be assessed in a number of ways  

    in order to provide a balanced evaluation of their performance. Assessment is based upon standards of     

    expectations consistent with the learning outcomes prescribed within the provincially developed curriculum.  
 

 Benefits for students taking History 12: Increased literacy, improved study habits, the development of          

critical thinking skills important for making sound judgments, the development of research and essay writing skills  

and enhancement of potential for post-secondary academic success. Lastly, in an increasing understanding of  

the past, History 12 provides a basis for students’ to become more engaged in their world, to increase their global  

    awareness and subsequently to contribute constructively to the management of key issues in the future 


