
Term Two Exam Essay Topics to prepare for before in-class written challenge 

 

Overview: In meeting the challenges of history essays, preparation is a fundamental necessity. Therefore, in this   

                  your first essay of this year, the essay questions will be provided ahead of time! 

 

Challenge:

Three essay topics are listed below and on the essay writing day TBA one of the three essay topics will be 

pulled out of a top hat (very classy!) and that question will be eliminated leaving two possible essay topics 

available for selection upon which you will select one essay topic and answer that essay question on the paper 

provided in class using a blue or black pen. 

 

Preparation: 

  You are advised to prepare at least two outlines based upon these essay questions. 

  You may not bring any paperwork to the exam, thus you need to prepare your outline well ahead of time and  

    know it thoroughly. 

 A strong introduction sets up a good essay. When planning your outline, also practice your introduction. 

Focus on providing: 

    a) a setting for the topic 

    b) a clear decisively stated thesis statement 

    c) three supporting topics/areas of discussion which provide a type of “road map” for the progression of the  

        essay and the development of the thesis initiated in the thesis statement.  

 

Essay Writing Support: Check out the Social Studies Website and specifically the History 12 links for lots of 

instructional advice on how to write essays http://lordbyng.net/socials/ and if we run out of class time to 

prepare for essay writing, you will need to attend one of the two after-school tutorials that will be offered, time 

of tutorials TBA. 

 

Three Essay Questions 

 

(two of these three essay topics will be on the Term 1 exam, one will be withdrawn!) 

 

Essay Question #1 

The role of the great leader was paramount in the establishment and consolidation of governments 

during the interwar period 1917 to 1950. 

 Evaluate this statement using examples from the time period. 

 

Essay Question #2 

To what extent did non-democratic states have more influence than democratic states on the major 

events from 1917 to 1950? 

 Use examples from throughout the period 1917 to 1950 in responding to this question. 

                                                                                   

             Essay Question #3 

 

The U.S.A. has sought to make the world safe for itself, not “to make the world safe 

for democracy”. 

 Evaluate this statement using examples of the time period from 1917 to 1950. 

 

Essay Write Due Date: see online calendar  Essay Value:  /20 = 15% of Term 2 mark! 

http://lordbyng.net/socials/


 

History 12 Essay Preparation Guideline 

 

        A) Understanding the challenge and proceeding to the planning stage 

 

Step 1:  Carefully read the question noting the target phrase (see italics), the key terms used (see bold)  

             and the time frame of the question (see underline). 

             e.g. To what extent were social conditions improved during the inter-war period (1919-1939)? 

 

Step 2: Develop a thesis position based upon the statement. It may be useful to form a conceptual map 

            on the planning sheet to see where your evidence is related to the question. 

 

Step 3: Once establishing your position, quickly write a clear thesis statement that directs the marker to 

            your position on the topic. Important: Your thesis statement must clearly establish where you 

            are on the decision making scale (Tutorial will explain this) in order for a clear thesis development.  

    Two Thesis Statement examples based upon sample question:  

  a) Social conditions did not improve rather worsened during the inter-war period. (100%) 

                                                                              OR 

           b) Social conditions at times improved but most often worsened during the inter-war period. (1/3:2/3 split) 

 

Step 4: Establish the outline planning approach establishing sub-sections for your essay (listed on the other side of this  

            sheet) that best suits your writing ability and the demands of the question. (Chronological, Topic, Conceptual) 

 

Step 4: Start working on your outline by either  

a) Creating three sub-topics/arguments that support your thesis position and then plotting out evidence beside 

each argument.                                   OR 

b) If you are struggling with developing three arguments first, list evidence and see if a common thread of ideas 

emerges, then develop an argument based upon that stream of evidence. 

 

Step 5: Make sure your introductory paragraph includes these parts: 

a) setting of the discussion. 

b) declaration of clear thesis statement delineating your position in the total evaluation of the question. 

c) listing of three supporting arguments and/or focal points. 

d) summary statement linking thesis to general discussion to follow. 

 

Example using 1/3:2/3 Partial Two Sides Approach 

 “During the inter-war period in Europe and the United States, many changes occurred which would have a dramatic  

   effect on social conditions there.(setting of discussion) The plight of the individual in society improved somewhat  

   during this time period but for the most part social conditions worsened overall.(thesis statement) Some 

   improvements occurred due to economic revivals in the USA, Russia, Italy and Germany. However, more often than  

   not, the majority of society still faced economic problems such as in Russia and the United States. Lastly, an  

   enormous number of people suffered at the hands of repressive governments such as in Russia, Italy and 

   Germany.(3 supporting arguments)Thus, many serious social problems still made life hard to bear during the  

   inter-war period. (summary statement)” 

 

Example using 100% Persuasive Essay Approach 

“During the inter-war period in Europe and the United States, many changes occurred which would have a dramatic  

  effect on social conditions there (setting of discussion). Although some would argue that social conditions improved  

  during this time period, the enormous cost to society at large outweighed any benefits and conditions for people in  

  society deteriorated rapidly causing enormous suffering. .(thesis statement) First of all, social conditions improving  

  due to economics were either short lived as in the United States or made due to the burden placed on people as in  

  Russia. Secondly, severe repression of freedoms occurred during this time period notably in Russia, Italy and  

  Germany. Thirdly, severe punishment of citizens deemed as threatening to existing governments was a frequent  

  trademark of societies in Russia, Italy and Germany.(3 supporting arguments) Therefore, the conditions in society  

  definitely worsened during the inter-war period.(summary statement)” 

   


