
History 12 – Essay Writing Tutorial Package for TERM 2 and TERM 3 Essays: DO NOT LOSE THIS!  

 If lost you will have to download the documents from the website: https:/lordbyng.net/socials/  

 

Management advice in writing the History 12 exam  (in no particular order)  

 Always introduce the main idea of the question in the opening sentence in written response and evidence questions 

 No need for long introduction in wr. resp. and evidence questions, get to the matter at hand (the command term and  

   request of the question) 

 Do not abbreviate! Use only used recognized abbreviations (USSR, UN);  some terms may be introduced and then  

   referred to in short form (e.g. League of Nations ... the League ... if in doubt write it out! ) 

 in Written Response and Evidence To What Extent questions, always try to cover both sides of the possible viewpoint  

   even if one side has only a few points. 

ALSO: 1) always identify the side you are discussing clearly first:  

    Example:“The Soviets were responsible for creating tension in Europe in the following ways” 

             2) do all of each side together, don’t switch back and forth 

             3) use the shift words to designate the opposite direction of the discussion. Shift     

                 words: However, Conversely or On the other hand . . . Example: “However, the  

                 Soviets were not responsible for creating tension as firstly, . . . 

 on exams in which you have Multiple Choice and Written, watch your time, don’t ponder and mull over multiple  

   choice question answers, you can re-read them to see if you missed a key term or word but after that you know  

   the answer or you don’t and at that point pray to Zeus for divine intervention! 

 

ESSAY WRITING ADVICE 

1. Make sure you understand the Command term options and requirements: 

To What Extent/Evaluate = two-sided Expository Essay or one sided Persuasive Essay) 

Explain How, Why or Describe = One-sided Persuasive Essay (you are essentially forced to agree 

with the statement and answer it in support of its contention) 

 

2. Make sure you understand the target words of the question and use them often in your essay     

   to provide context! 

  Example: To what extent did economic factors influence the major events from 1919 to 1950.                                                         

                              target words! 

 

3. Spend the time to plan a proper outline (see examples in the booklet) 

 

4. Develop a good introduction which has a very specific and clearly stated thesis statement     

    and which has three supporting areas of discussion indicated: see Essay Organizers sheet:    

1) Chronological, 2) Topic/Subject or 3) Conceptual/Sperm method! 

 

5. Follow the same pattern of the discussion as indicated in your introduction. 

 

6. Clearly introduce each supporting section of the essay with the main topic/idea = target   

   words. In other words, use the question’s terminology often, use it’s target words or if it sounds too     

   repetitive, use similar vocabulary/synonyms.   Eg.: “role”  part played, position … 

 

7. Use transition words to effectively provide logical thesis patterns especially if the discussion shifts     

      to the alternate position: Examples of words that continue and connect same pattern of thought are:          

     Moreover, Similarly, In addition,  Examples of words that shift the pattern of thought are:      

     However,  Conversely.  

 

8. Use evidence to support your arguments as often as possible. Depending on the context of  

        the discussion, evidence may be simply referred if it obviously exemplifies the argument or     

        extended to explain its significance to the    argument. 

 

9. Include a short summation of your discussion revisiting briefly the main arguments that yu     

provided. To initiate the summary use the phrase: In conclusion to indicate the conclusion of the 

essay has started. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



History 12 Essay Preparation Guideline 

 

        A) Understanding the challenge and proceeding to the planning stage 

 

Step 1:  Carefully read the question noting the target phrase (see italics), the key terms used (see bold)  

             and the time frame of the question (see underline). 

             e.g. To what extent were social conditions improved during the inter-war period (1919-1939)? 

 

Step 2: Develop a thesis position based upon the statement. It may be useful to form a conceptual map 

            on the planning sheet to see where your evidence is related to the question. 

 

Step 3/4: Create a T-Chart and begin brainstorming evidence for both sides of the question remembering the key target  

             phrase and applying evidence most reflective of those key terms. 

 

Step 4/3: Try to establish which ESSAY ORGANIZER (see handout in this package: Chronological, Topic,   

                Conceptual) establishing sub-sections for your essay that works best for the evidence you have collected  

                and the balance of the thesis position you will be taking.   

 

Step 5: Once establishing your position, quickly write a clear thesis statement that directs the marker to 

            your position on the topic. Important: Your thesis statement must clearly establish where you 

            are on the decision making scale (Tutorial will explain this) in order for a clear thesis development.  

    Two Thesis Statement examples based upon sample question:  

  a) Social conditions did not improve rather worsened during the inter-war period. (100%) 

                                                                              OR 

           b) Social conditions at times improved but most often worsened during the inter-war period. (1/3:2/3 split) 

 

Step 6: Start working on your outline by either  

a) Creating three sub-topics/arguments that support your thesis position and then plotting out evidence beside each 

argument.                                   OR 

b) If you are struggling with developing three arguments first, list evidence and see if a common thread of ideas 

emerges, then develop an argument based upon that stream of evidence. 

 

Step 7: Make sure your introductory paragraph includes these parts: 

a) setting of the discussion. 

b) declaration of clear thesis statement delineating your position in the total evaluation of the question. 

c) listing of three supporting arguments and/or focal points. 

d) summary statement linking thesis to general discussion to follow. 

 

Example using 1/3:2/3 Partial Two Sides Approach 

 “During the inter-war period in Europe and the United States, many changes occurred which would have a dramatic  

   effect on social conditions there.(setting of discussion) The plight of the individual in society improved somewhat  

   during this time period but for the most part social conditions worsened overall.(thesis statement) Some 

   improvements occurred due to economic revivals in the USA, Russia, Italy and Germany. However, more often than  

   not, the majority of society still faced economic problems such as in Russia and the United States. Lastly, an  

   enormous number of people suffered at the hands of repressive governments such as in Russia, Italy and 

   Germany.(3 supporting arguments)Thus, many serious social problems still made life hard to bear during the  

   inter-war period. (summary statement)” 

 

Example using 100% Persuasive Essay Approach 

“During the inter-war period in Europe and the United States, many changes occurred which would have a dramatic  

  effect on social conditions there (setting of discussion). Although some would argue that social conditions improved  

  during this time period, the enormous cost to society at large outweighed any benefits and conditions for people in  

  society deteriorated rapidly causing enormous suffering. .(thesis statement) First of all, social conditions improving  

  due to economics were either short lived as in the United States or made due to the burden placed on people as in  

  Russia. Secondly, severe repression of freedoms occurred during this time period notably in Russia, Italy and  

  Germany. Thirdly, severe punishment of citizens deemed as threatening to existing governments was a frequent  

  trademark of societies in Russia, Italy and Germany.(3 supporting arguments) Therefore, the conditions in society  

  definitely worsened during the inter-war period.(summary statement)” 

   

B) The Planning Stage of the Essay  

 

Layout of Planning  

 

Thesis Statement:  

                                                   
 

Supporting Argument #1:  Supporting Argument #1:  Supporting Argument #1:  

                                           
Evidence Reference #1,   Evidence Reference #1,   Evidence Reference #1, 

Evidence Reference #2   Evidence Reference #2,   Evidence Reference #2, 

Evidence Reference #3   Evidence Reference #3,   Evidence Reference #3, 

 

                    



Planning Layout using 1/3:2/3 Approach example 

 

Thesis position: somewhat improved but most part not 

 

Argument #1: Economics lead to some improvements 

                                            
Evidence: #1-USA: New Deal, unemployment lowered, Alphabet Agencies 

                 #2-Russia: 5 Yr. Plans = full employment, equality of women 

                 #3- Italy and Germany: economy improves leads to jobs, better incomes, transportation, more luxuries 

                       (effects of corporate state, 4 Year Plan, Autobahn, Volkswagen, radios) 

 

Argument #2: Still serious economic problems, shortages, poor living conditions, increased crime, social unrest. 

 

Evidence: #1-USA: Still high unemployment during New Deal, deficit spending, gangsters. 

                 #2-Russia: famine in Ukraine, poor living conditions of average Russian, no consumer goods. 

                 #3-Europe: German depression of 1923, depression of 1929 = hardships for people. 

 

Argument #3: Repression of people. 

 

Evidence: #1: Russia: Red Terror, Cheka, Kulaks, “them”, purges, gulags, zeks. 

                 #2: Italy: Blackshirts, castor oil, banning of freedoms, dictatorship, conscription. 

                 #3: Germany: Gestapo, SS, persecution of minorities, Kristallnacht. 

 

 



Establishing the Balance of the Thesis Statement in essays in History 12 
 

Within the crucial opening paragraph of the essay, the writer must establish a thesis statement which gives the reader/marker the 

approximate weighting of the thesis based upon the question asked. I have chosen to label this the balance of the thesis 

statement. 

 

Traditionally, university history essays require the persuasive essay in which a single overriding argument favoring one position 

is taken. However, in History 12 essays, the writer may opt to take a two-sided position. Thus, the necessity becomes one of 

clearly indicating in the thesis statement the balance of both sides being addressed. In fact, in conversation with ministry 

officials who mark the provincial exam, they emphasize the importance the student’s thesis statement in indicating the direction 

and balance of the ensuing thesis (central argument).  

 

In order to help students establish a thesis statement which indicates the balance or weighting of their thesis using words which 

indicate a portioning of the discussion, I have created this word scale for students to use: 

       

                    0%                             33%                               50%                                   67%                                100% 

             Never                          Somewhat                        Equally                              Often                               Always 

                                                Sometimes                   Same Importance                   Mostly                       Completely 

                                                Less Often                                                                More Often                      Totally 

                                         To a Lesser Degree                                                    To a Greater Degree 

 

Using the guideline of words that indicate the balance of the thesis statement as illustrated above, you should be able to develop 

a thesis statement that clearly indicates the weight of the thesis position. 

 

Basically there are three optional thesis statement ratios which are useable: 

 

1) the Persuasive thesis statement: indicating a 100% position in agreement with the  

    question asked or the position established in the question. 

2) a kind of Expository semi-persuasive thesis statement with an equal 50%-50% split on the topic (both sides of the question 

addressed with equal value). 

3) a kind of Expository semi-persuasive thesis statement with an imbalanced 33%-67% split on the topic (one-third on one side, 

two-thirds on the other side). 

 

Note: I do not recommend that you ever go totally against the question asked unless you are a sophisticated thinker and writer. 

This is because in order to reject the position given by the initial question the writer has to continually refer to the main idea of 

the original question and not stray from the topic. The completely opposing thesis must be juxtaposed  with the main idea of the 

question in order that contact with the original essay question is kept. Otherwise, the  writer strays off topic and may end up 

creating their own essay topic which avoids the main idea originally set out in the essay question. The resulting score will be low 

as the essay will have not adequately dealt with the main topic being addressed by the essay question. 

 

Three examples of statements based upon the question: To What Extent was Communism responsible for conflicts that arose 

during the twentieth century? 

 

1) 100% (Persuasive): Communism was always responsible for conflicts that arose throughout the twentieth  

                                       century. 

 

2) 50%-50% (half and half): Communism was responsible for many conflicts throughout the twentieth century   

                                                 but other forces such as Imperialism and Fascism were equally responsible for  

                                                 conflicts that arose during this time period. 

 

3) 67%-33% (two-thirds-one third): Communism was to a greater degree responsible for conflicts throughout the 

                                                             twentieth century although to a lesser degree other forces such as fascism  

                                                            also led to conflicts occurring during this time period. 
History 12 – Planning Options and Recommendations for Essay Preparation 

 

                  Web/Mind Map with Arguments and Evidence 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
              

 

  
 

   T-Chart for To What Extent, Evaluate, or Two Divisions for a topic 

 
                   

-            - 

-            - 
-            - 

-            - 

-            - 
-            - 

-            - 

        
 

      



       or  lead to     Formalized Outline for Thesis Statement, Arguments and Evidence  

 
                      Thesis Statement ___________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________  

 
Paragraph One: Tone statement, Thesis Statement, Three Arguments stated, 

 

Paragraph Two: Argument 1:_____________________________________________ 
                                                Evidence: 

                                                Evidence:   

                                                Evidence: 
 

Paragraph Three: Argument 2:_____________________________________________ 

                                                Evidence: 
                                                Evidence:   

                                                Evidence: 

 
Paragraph Four: Argument 3:_____________________________________________ 

                                                Evidence: 

                                                Evidence:   
                                                Evidence: 

 

Conclusion: Brief summary of main points of three arguments, reiteration of thesis position. 

 
Last reminders in teeny font!:  some Do's and Don'ts when writing written response questions, evidence questions and essay questions. 

General writing Do’s General writing Don’t’s 

Always use a blue or black pen Use pencil or red, purple, green etc. pens 

Use proper nouns Not too many they, his, it . . . 

Use past tense Don’t use present tense, this was in the past! 

Use a transition words to indicate shifts or continuation of your position 
However = shift        Moreover = continuation 
Conversely = shift   In addition = continuation 

Don’t just begin writing about another topic without providing context as to whether the 
new topic is a continuation of the former argument or without providing the reader with 
the idea that the essay is now offering a contrasting position (see transition words on right) 

Only abbreviate well established acronyms such as UNO or U.S.A. Do not make up your own LN (could appear like League of Nations but never adopted) 

Use analytical language: it will be argued Don’t use personalized language: I think 

Some specific essay related Do’s Some specific essay related Don’t’s 

Spend the time to prepare an outline Outline should not be too brief or too long 

Provide a complete introduction Do not just state a thesis position  

Provide context = topic sentences Do not initiate discussion without main ideas 

Use proper chronology when needed Forget to look at your outline for chronology 

Provide evidence for support of arguments Don’t just state a position without evidence 

Develop evidence fully Don’t just refer to evidence or list it 

Announce your conclusion clearly Do not just end the essay abruptly 
 

History 12 – Term 1+2+3 Essay Evaluation Checklist Report for areas to address for future improvement     Student’s Initials: ______________ 

 

Part I: The Introduction:  Needs Work:    Satisfactory:     Well Done: 
I1): Initial context for the discussion topic: specific problem areas:
I1. no attempt was made to provide a setting for the essay discussion ____, attempt was made but needed improvement for clarity or context. 

I2): Thesis statement: specific problem areas: 

I2a) no identifiable thesis statement was presented. 

I2b)   the thesis statement lacked clarity so that the balance of the overall thesis argument was not clear enough; It must be clear what the specific ratio- 

            balance of the thesis is: 0%, 33-67%, 50% or 100% ( persuasive essay), key words needed use such as greater + lesser extent, equally,  or completely.  

I3): Inclusion and quality of supporting arguments and/or topics supporting the thesis discussion: specific problem areas: 

I3a)   no supporting areas of discussion and/or arguments are indicated.  

I3b) limited or confused listing of areas of discussion and/or arguments occurred. 

I3c) incomplete thesis: one or more major areas of discussion still needed to fulfill a thorough thesis. 

 

Part D: Development and discussion of Thesis using details and arguments:  Needs Work:     Satisfactory:     Well Done:  
Specific problem areas at some point in the essay: 

D1. : Failure to clearly establish main ideas/topic sentences related to the thesis and which provided context for the ensuing discussion occurred. 

D2. : Area of discussion and/or argument needed further development or clarification: much more needed or extension was needed.    

D3. : Area of discussion was contradictory to the thesis, 

D4. : Area of discussion exhibited faulty historical reasoning. 

D5. : Area of discussion was  a) off the general topic ____  b) had little relevance to the question asked____ or  c) was simply illogical ___  

D6. : The comparison you attempted was a) incomplete _____ or b) conceptually incongruent Thus, support of the thesis was weak.  

D7. : Narrated events/described events rather than effectively using them as support of arguments and/or historical analysis.  

D8. : Lost the focus on the key idea or target word/words of the essay question (___________________________) which led to discussion going off topic. 

 

Part E: Use of Evidence/Factual References:  Needs Work:    Satisfactory:    Well Done: 
Specific problem areas at some point in the essay: 

E1. :  Practically no evidence used in this section in supporting the thesis discussion. 

E2. :  Some but not enough evidence was provided in this section, more was needed to support the thesis. 

E3. :  The evidence was not developed enough in order to adequately support the essay discussion: evidence was just described, listed or alluded to. 

E4. :  The evidence had little relevance to the central idea of the essay question. 

E5. :  The evidence used to support arguments was faulty or incorrect indicating a lack of historical comprehension and understanding. 

 

Part S: Summary and Conclusion: Needs Work:     Satisfactory:       Well Done:
Specific problem areas: 

S1. : No conclusion was provided.  

S2. : Conclusion was incomplete, not a complete overview of main topics.  

 

Part Writing Dynamics and Expression:  Needs Work:    Satisfactory:     Well Done:
Specific problem areas at some point in the essay: 

W1. : Vocabulary problems: poor or awkward word use; missing key words which limited the development of the point or evidence.  

W2. :  Spelling ___, punctuation ____ improper use of tense ____ inhibited the effectiveness of the writing and the message intended. 

W3. :  Sentence structure problems such as run-ons _____ or fragments _____ damaged the intended points or arguments. 

W4. :  The writing was often illegible and/or difficult to read which may lead to further problems on a provincial exam. 

W5. :  Important transitional words were not effectively used (eg. however = shift in discussion or similarly, moreover = continuation of similar ideas). 

W6. :  Confusion resulted because of lack of identification of proper nouns (they, them,):use proper nouns for specific understanding.   

W7. :  Use of illegitimate abbreviations negatively impacted the writing causing confusion or simply indicating laziness.  
 

History 12 Provincial and Scholarship Essay Scoring Criteria 

An essay may or may not conform to each and every descriptor within a particular scale point. The marker should categorize the essay based on general impression rather than by checking off each descriptor. 

 Content Organization and Expression 

Excellent    5  Superior recall of factual content. Comprehensive understanding of the fundamental concepts of history. Thesis 

is clear, relevant and valid. Mature and precise selection of supporting details. Where evaluation is required, 

judgement is exemplary. 

The content is organized in a purposeful, effective and sophisticated 

manner. The topic is addressed throughout. The explanation is clear,  

fluent and occasionally vivid. There are few errors in communication. 

Proficient    4 -5 Above average recall of factual content. Good understanding of the fundamental concepts of history. Thesis is 

evident and appropriate. Clear and appropriate selection of supporting details. Where evaluation is required, 

judgement is sound. 

The content is organized in a clear and deliberate manner. The topic is  

generally addressed throughout. The expression  is generally controlled and fluent. 

There may be occasional errors but minor flaws in communication.  

Acceptable  3 -4 Diminished but satisfactory recall of factual content. Sufficient understanding of the fundamental concepts of 

history. Thesis is identifiable but occasionally unclear or ambiguous. Adequate selection of supporting details. 

Where evaluation is required, judgement may be poor. 

The content shows some organization and planning. The writer may stray from the 

topic but recovers. The expression may, at times, be awkward. Errors occasionally 

impede communication.  

Limited       2 -3 Limited but flawed recall of factual content. Insufficient understanding of the fundamental concepts of history. 

Thesis is unfocused, irrelevant or invalid. Inadequate selection of supporting details. Where evaluation is 

required, judgement is poor. 

The content lacks adequate organization and planning. The writer is often off the 

topic. The expression is limited, awkward or simplistic. Errors often impede 

communication.  

 

Unsatisfactory 

                    1-2 

Error ridden or deficient recall of factual content. Inferior understanding of the fundamental concepts of history. 

Thesis is non-existent. Supporting details are completely lacking. Where evaluation is required, judgement is 

seriously flawed. 

The content is disorganized. The writer is off  the topic. The expression is unclear and 

uncontrolled. Errors result in a frequent lack of communication.  

Can't Be Evaluated  0 -1 No discernible attempt to address the topic as given or the writing so deficient in length or legibility that it 

cannot be evaluated. 

No discernible attempt to address the topic as given or the writing so deficient in 

length or legibility that it cannot be evaluated. 

 

Essay Score         / 5 x 4 = Total Essay Mark:            /20 



History 12 – Term 2 Essay Evaluation Chart: Overall summary of key parts of the essay 

  Instructions: The way to use this Essay Chart: Read the highlighted sections for specific areas that needed improvement. 

 Introduction Organization Depth of 

Discussion/Analysis 

Volume of 

Evidence 

Application of 

Evidence 

Writing Skills 

Well Done 

Overall  

In this 

component 

  Your introduction was 
well done and had all of 
the necessary elements 
needed including a clear 
setting, thesis statement 
and supporting 
arguments!  

  A well organized and 
logically sequential 
pattern of discussion 
was provided! 

 Good outline provided! 

 A thorough analysis 
was developed with 
clear main ideas 
established and 
details supporting the 
thesis consistently 
provided! 

 Very good 
volume of   
    evidence 

provided as  

    well as 

application! 

 Very thorough use 
and development 
of evidence in 
support of the 
thesis throughout 
the essay! 

 Very good use of 
language, few 
errors and key 
words were 
included to 
provide context 
throughout the 
essay.  

Good overall 

but some 

components   

prevented a 

higher score  

  Setting needed 
refinement. 

  Good introduction, some 
parts of the introduction 
needed more clarification 
and/or extension. 

 A few references were 
in the incorrect 
chronological order. 

 A few improvements 
needed on the outline. 

 A few parts needed 
more analysis, 
extension or 
development for a 
more convincing 
thesis defense. 

 A few more 
pieces of   
   evidence would 

have  

   solidified the 

support  

   of the thesis.  

 A few examples of 
evidence needed 
more development 
to provide context 
and support of the 
thesis. 

 More 
sophisticated 
language or better 
diction was 
needed on 
occasion to 
provide more 
clarity. 

Satisfactory 

but there 

were some 

components 

that reduced 

the 

effectiveness 

 of the essay  

 No setting or weak 
setting provided. 

 Your introduction was 
incomplete as you did 
not provide a setting 
for the discussion 
and/or the specific 
balance of the thesis 
statement wasn’t clear 
enough.  

 Supporting arguments 
needed clarification 
and/or extension to 
provide better 
direction for the thesis 
application in the 
ensuing essay. 

 The discussion was 
incomplete due to lack 
of content and so 
organization was never 
established  

 The 
discussion at 
times was  

disorganized reducing 

the effectiveness of the 

thesis development 

 Outline was incomplete 
as more references 
were needed to fulfill 
the demands of the 
question.  

 At times target words 
were not indicated 
clearly. 

 At times main ideas 
needed more clarity 

 Some parts needed 
more development to 
provide a more 
comprehensive thesis 
development  

 More depth of 
discussion was needed  
in one particular 
section 

 Irrelevant discussion a 
few times.  

 Some evidence 
was used but 
more was 
needed in 
some parts of 
the essay. 

 Some key 
evidence was 
missed that 
would have 
greatly 
strengthened 
the thesis. 

 Context was 
needed at times so 
examples had a 
clearer reference 
point. 

 A few samples of 
evidence needed 
more development  
Narration of 

events occurred a 

few times and 

these facts needed 

further 

development to 

develop their 

relevance. 

 A few grammatical 
errors or weaker 
use of language 
occurred. 

 A few key words 
needed 
replacement for a 
more 
sophisticated 
applicability.  
 

Components 

that need 

attention 

and that 

reduced the 

effectiveness 

 of the essay 

 No setting to the 
discussion provided 
and/or the specific 
balance of the thesis 
statement wasn’t clear 
enough.  

  Missing one or more 
supporting   
 arguments 

   Supporting arguments 
were listed but not stated 
as sub-topics to be 
elaborated upon in the 
main body of the essay. 

  At times the discussion 
lacked   
 proper sequence of 

events     

  A few chronological 
errors and/or re-
organizing of arguments 
were needed.  

  Outline needed more 
development and time 
allotment with a focus 
on more evidence.  

 Main ideas needed 
more clarity.  

 Target words related 
to the essay question 
were not provided 
enough. 

 More depth of 
discussion was needed  
in various parts of the 
essay 

 Irrelevant discussion 
at times. 

 Some samples 
of evidence 
used but much 
more was 
needed.  

 Much more 
evidence was 
needed in a 
number of 
sections of the 
essay. 
 

 Context for 
examples was not 
clearly provided at 
times. 

 Some evidence 
needed more 
development to 
provide context 
and relevance. 

 Some evidence 
was briefly alluded 
to and/or simply 
listed without 
development of its 
relevance 

 Narration of 
events occurred 
too often rather 
than applying facts 
to the main idea 

 A few noticeable 
grammatical 
errors affected 
the soundness of 
the 
communication of 
the thesis 
position.  

 Word use at times 
was incorrect and 
at times key 
words were 
missing. 

 At times, topic 
sentences were 
incomplete. 

Components 

of the essay 

that 

seriously 

limited the 

quality of 

the essay 

  You did not provide a 
setting for the discussion 
and/or the specific balance 
of the thesis statement 
wasn’t clear enough.  

  Sub-topics and 
supporting arguments were 
briefly listed or not 
included at all. Therefore, 
no “road map” for the 
thesis statement was 
established.  

 The discussion was far 
too brief so organization 
was never established. 

 The essay was 
disorganized and 
without recognition of 
sequence or proper 
planning of the content.  

 The pattern of 
discussion deviated 
from the declared 
pattern in the 
introduction 

 Poor outline planned 
out. 

 Main ideas were not 
or very poorly 
established and so no 
context was initially 
provided for the 
ensuing discussion.  

 Target words related 
to the essay question 
were not provided.  

 Much more depth of 
discussion was needed 
throughout the essay. 

 Irrelevant discussion 
occurred.  

 Sporadic bits 
of evidence 
applied but 
not nearly 
enough. 

 Hardly any 
evidence was 
used for 
support. 

 Context for 
examples was 
almost completely 
lacking.  

 Only a few samples 
of evidence were 
provided and 
much more was 
needed.  

 Evidence was 
briefly alluded to 
and/or simply 
listed without 
relevance. 

 Narration of events 
was far too 
frequent and did 
not support an idea 
or argument.  

 Error ridden or 
deficient recall of 
content 

 Grammatical or 
sentence 
structure errors 
often complicated 
the quality of the 
essay’s thesis.  

 Topic sentences 
were incomplete. 

 Word use was 
incorrect and 
often key words 
were missing. 

Major 

components 

that were 

flawed and 

impaired a 

valid essay 

development  

 No identifiable 
introduction was provided 
and so no set-up for the 
thesis development was 
initiated.  

 No identifiable thesis 
statement was provided 
and so the essay had no 
focus and the discussion 
had not context. 

 Only a thesis statement 
was provided but that 
does not constitute an 
introduction. 

 Minimal discussion was 
provided so 
organization was never 
established.  

 The essay was 
disorganized and was 
hastily prepared 
without recognition of 
sequence or proper 
planning of the content.  

 No organization was 
evident due to no 
outline/barely an 
outline provided 

 No outline plan was 
prepared. 

 Main ideas were not 
established and so no 
context was initially 
provided for the 
ensuing discussion. 

 Practically no 
discussion relevant to 
the essay question 
was developed.  

 The discussion was 
too brief in length in 
order to properly 
evaluate the quality of 
the content.  

 Evidence was 
almost 
completely 
lacking and so 
any discussion 
that occurred 
had no factual 
support.  
 

 Not enough 
evidence was 
provided to 
warrant an 
evaluation of the 
application of 
evidence in 
general. 

 Severe lack of and 
recall of factual 
content and/or any 
content provided 
was error ridden. 

 Numerous 
grammatical or 
sentence 
structure errors 
and weakness in 
written 
expression 
severely limited 
the message 
attempted.  

 Minimal 
discussion was 
provided so 
organization was 
never 
established.  

 


